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Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son 
of Pashhur, Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur 
the son of Malchiah heard the words that Jeremiah 
was saying to all the people: 2 “Thus says 
the LORD: He who stays in this city shall die by the 
sword, by famine, and by pestilence, but he who goes 
out to the Chaldeans shall live. He shall have his life 
as a prize of war, and live. 3Thus says the LORD: This 
city shall surely be given into the hand of the army of 
the king of Babylon and be taken.” 4Then the officials 
said to the king, “Let this man be put to death, for he 
is weakening the hands of the soldiers who are left in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, by speaking 
such words to them. For this man is not seeking the 
welfare of this people, but their harm.” Jeremiah 38:1-4



5King Zedekiah said, “Behold, he is in 
your hands, for the king can do nothing 
against you.” 6 So they took Jeremiah and 
cast him into the cistern of Malchiah, the 
king's son, which was in the court of the 
guard, letting Jeremiah down by 
ropes. And there was no water in the 
cistern, but only mud, and Jeremiah sank 
in the mud.

Jeremiah 38:5-6



7When Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch 
who was in the king's house, heard that they 
had put Jeremiah into the cistern—the king was 
sitting in the Benjamin Gate— 8Ebed-melech 
went from the king's house and said to the 
king, 9 “My lord the king, these men have done 
evil in all that they did to Jeremiah the prophet 
by casting him into the cistern, and he will die 
there of hunger, for there is no bread left in the 
city.” 10Then the king commanded Ebed-melech 
the Ethiopian, “Take thirty men with you from 
here, and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the 
cistern before he dies.”

Jeremiah 38:7-10



11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him and 
went to the house of the king, to a wardrobe in 
the storehouse, and took from there old rags 
and worn-out clothes, which he let down to 
Jeremiah in the cistern by ropes. 12Then Ebed-
melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Put 
the rags and clothes between your armpits 
and the ropes.” Jeremiah did so. 13Then they 
drew Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted him 
out of the cistern. And Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the guard.

Jeremiah 38:11-13



17Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says 
the LORD, the God of hosts, the God of 
Israel: If you will surrender to the officials of 
the king of Babylon, then your life shall be 
spared, and this city shall not be burned with 
fire, and you and your house shall live. 18But 
if you do not surrender to the officials of the 
king of Babylon, then this city shall be given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall 
burn it with fire, and you shall not escape 
from their hand.”

Jeremiah 38:17-18



In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth 
month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army 
came against Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 In the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of 
the month, a breach was made in the city. 3Then all the 
officials of the king of Babylon came and sat in the middle 
gate: Nergal-sar-ezer of Samgar, Nebu-sar-sekim the Rab-
saris, Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, with all the rest of the 
officers of the king of Babylon. 4When Zedekiah king of 
Judah and all the soldiers saw them, they fled, going out of 
the city at night by way of the king's garden through the 
gate between the two walls; and they went toward the 
Arabah. 5But the army of the Chaldeans pursued them and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. And when they 
had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, at Riblah, in the land of Hamath; and he 
passed sentence on him. Jeremiah 39:1-5



6The king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of 
Zedekiah at Riblah before his eyes, and the king of 
Babylon slaughtered all the nobles of Judah. 7He put 
out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him in chains to 
take him to Babylon. 8The Chaldeans burned the 
king's house and the house of the people, and broke 
down the walls of Jerusalem. 9Then Nebuzaradan, 
the captain of the guard, carried into exile to Babylon 
the rest of the people who were left in the city, those 
who had deserted to him, and the people who 
remained. 10Nebuzaradan, the captain of the 
guard, left in the land of Judah some of the poor 
people who owned nothing, and gave them 
vineyards and fields at the same time.

Jeremiah 39:6-10



15The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah while 
he was shut up in the court of the guard: 16 “Go, 
and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ‘Thus says 
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will 
fulfill my words against this city for harm 
and not for good, and they shall be accomplished 
before you on that day. 17But I will deliver you 
on that day, declares the LORD, and you shall not 
be given into the hand of the men of whom you 
are afraid. 18For I will surely save you, and you 
shall not fall by the sword, but you shall have 
your life as a prize of war, because you have put 
your trust in me, declares the LORD.’”

Jeremiah 39:15-18



5 “Look among the nations, and see;
wonder and be astounded.

For I am doing a work in your days
that you would not believe if told.

6 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans,
that bitter and hasty nation,

who march through the breadth of the earth,
to seize dwellings not their own.

7They are dreaded and fearsome;
their justice and dignity go forth from themselves.

8Their horses are swifter than leopards,
more fierce than the evening wolves;
their horsemen press proudly on.

Their horsemen come from afar;
they fly like an eagle swift to devour. Habakkuk 1:5-8



9They all come for violence,
all their faces forward.
They gather captives like sand.

10At kings they scoff,
and at rulers they laugh.

They laugh at every fortress,
for they pile up earth and take it.

11Then they sweep by like the wind and go on,
guilty men, whose own might is their god!”

Habakkuk 1:9-11



2And the LORD answered me:
“Write the vision;

make it plain on tablets,
so he may run who reads it.

3For still the vision awaits its appointed time;
it hastens to the end—it will not lie.

If it seems slow, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay.

4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not 
upright within him,

but the righteous shall live by his faith.

Habakkuk 2:2-4



20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then know that its desolation has come 
near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains, and let those who are inside the city 
depart, and let not those who are out in the 
country enter it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, 
to fulfill all that is written. 23Alas for women who 
are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants 
in those days! For there will be great distress upon 
the earth and wrath against this people. 24They 
will fall by the edge of the sword and be led 
captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be 
trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

Luke 21:20-24



15Do not love the world or the things in 
the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. 16For all 
that is in the world—the desires of the 
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride 
of life—is not from the Father but is from 
the world. 17And the world is passing 
away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever.

1 John 2:15-17



32But recall the former days when, after you were 
enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with 
sufferings, 33 sometimes being publicly exposed 
to reproach and affliction, and sometimes being 
partners with those so treated. 34For you had 
compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully 
accepted the plundering of your property, since 
you knew that you yourselves had a better 
possession and an abiding one. 35Therefore do 
not throw away your confidence, which has a 
great reward. 36For you have need of endurance, 
so that when you have done the will of God you 
may receive what is promised.

Hebrews 10:32-36



37For,

“Yet a little while,
and the coming one will come and will 

not delay;
38 but my righteous one shall live by faith,

and if he shrinks back,
my soul has no pleasure in him.”

39But we are not of those who shrink back 
and are destroyed, but of those who have 
faith and preserve their souls.

Hebrews 10:37-39
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Ebed-melech



Ebed-melech
“servant of the king”

“Servant-King”
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