
The Door
of Salvation



“I am the door.
If anyone enters 
by me, he will be 
saved and will go 

in and out and 
find pasture.”

John 10:9



Saved by Grace

Saved through Faith

Justified by Works
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• The “Contradiction” of Justification

• The Resolution of the Contradiction

• The Outworking of the Resolution

Justified by Works



Salvation is…

1. “By grace alone”

2. “Through faith alone”

3. “In Christ alone”

4. “As revealed by Scripture alone”

5. “To the glory of God alone”

“The Five Solas”
of the Protestant Reformation



[1] What then shall we say was gained by 
Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 
[2] For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before 
God. [3] For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.” [4] Now to the one who 
works, his wages are not counted as a gift but 
as his due. [5] And to the one who does not 
work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,

Romans 4:1-5



[20] Do you want to be shown, you foolish 
person, that faith apart from works is 
useless? [21] Was not Abraham our father 
justified by works when he offered up his son 
Isaac on the altar? [22] You see that faith was 
active along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; [23] and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend 
of God. [24] You see that a person is justified 
by works and not by faith alone.

James 2:20-24



[2] For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before 
God. [3] For what does the Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness.”

Romans 4:2-3

[23] and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to 
him as righteousness”—and he was called a 
friend of God. [24] You see that a person is 
justified by works and not by faith alone.

James 2:20-21



[14] What good is it, my brothers, if someone 
says he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him?

James 2:14

NASB, “Can that faith save him?”
NIV, “Can such faith save them?”
NLT, “Can that kind of faith save anyone?”



[14] What good is it, my brothers, if someone 
says he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him? [15] If a brother or 
sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily 
food, [16] and one of you says to them, “Go 
in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, 
what good is that? [17] So also faith by itself, 
if it does not have works, is dead.

James 2:14-17



[14] What good is it, my brothers, if someone 
says he has faith but does not have works? 
Can that faith save him? [15] If a brother or 
sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily 
food, [16] and one of you says to them, “Go 
in peace, be warmed and filled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, 
what good is that? [17] So also faith by itself, 
if it does not have works, is dead… [26] For 
as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so 
also faith apart from works is dead.

James 2:14-17; 26



[18] But someone will say, “You have 
faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works. [19] 
You believe that God is one; you do well. 
Even the demons believe—and shudder!

James 2:18-19



[20] Do you want to be shown, you foolish 
person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
[21] Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works when he offered up his son Isaac on 
the altar? [22] You see that faith was active 
along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; [23] and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of 
God. [24] You see that a person is justified by 
works and not by faith alone.

James 2:20-24



[20] Do you want to be shown, you foolish 
person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
[21] Was not Abraham our father justified by 
works when he offered up his son Isaac on 
the altar? [22] You see that faith was active 
along with his works, and faith was 
completed by his works; [23] and the 
Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of 
God. [24] You see that a person is justified by 
works and not by faith alone.

James 2:20-24



[18] For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive 
in the spirit, [19] in which he went and proclaimed to 
the spirits in prison, [20] because they formerly did 
not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through water. [21] Baptism, which corresponds to 
this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 
with angels, authorities, and powers having been 
subjected to him. 1 Peter 3:18-22



[14] What good is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has faith but does not 
have works? Can that faith save him? [15] 
If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, [16] and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what good is that? 
[17] So also faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead.

James 2:14-17



[16] By this we know love, that he laid 
down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. [17] But if 
anyone has the world’s goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in 
him? [18] Little children, let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth.

1 John 3:16-18



[12] Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, 
work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling, [13] for it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure.

Philippians 2:12-13



“I am the door.
If anyone enters 
by me, he will be 
saved and will go 

in and out and 
find pasture.”

John 10:9
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