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Investing Ourselves
in the Local Church



Mark 12:28-31

[28] And one of the scribes came up and heard 
them disputing with one another, and seeing that 
he answered them well, asked him, “Which 
commandment is the most important of all?” [29] 
Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [30] And 
you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ [31] The second is this: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.”



Mark 12:32-34

[32] And the scribe said to him, “You are right, 
Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and 
there is no other besides him. [33] And to love him 
with all the heart and with all the understanding 
and with all the strength, and to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” [34] And when 
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, 
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And 
after that no one dared to ask him any more 
questions.



Hebrews 10:19-25

[19] Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to 
enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, [20] by the 
new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, [21] and since we have 
a great priest over the house of God, [22] let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. [23] Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful.[24] And let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, [25] not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.
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Ephesians 4:11-16

[11] And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, [12] to equip the 
saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, [13] until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, [14] so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. [15] 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, [16] from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every 
joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.



Acts 2:42-47

[42] And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. [43] And awe came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. [44] And all who believed were together 
and had all things in common. [45] And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. [46] And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, [47] praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.



Acts 9:17-20

[17] So Ananias departed and entered the house. And 
laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” [18] And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained 
his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; [19] and 
taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was 
with the disciples at Damascus. [20] And immediately 
he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 
the Son of God.”

[26] And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted 
to join the disciples. Acts 9:26a



1 Corinthians 16:19

The churches of Asia send you greetings. 
Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in 
their house, send you hearty greetings in the 
Lord.

[3] Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers 
in Christ Jesus… [5] Greet also the church in 
their house. Romans 16:3, 5a

Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of 
Onesiphorus. 2 Timothy 4:19



2 Kings 4:1-4

[1] Now the wife of one of the sons of the prophets 
cried to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead, 
and you know that your servant feared the LORD, but 
the creditor has come to take my two children to be 
his slaves.” [2] And Elisha said to her, “What shall I 
do for you? Tell me; what have you in the house?” 
And she said, “Your servant has nothing in the house 
except a jar of oil.” [3] Then he said, “Go outside, 
borrow vessels from all your neighbors, empty 
vessels and not too few. [4] Then go in and shut the 
door behind yourself and your sons and pour into all 
these vessels. And when one is full, set it aside.”



2 Kings 4:5-7

[5] So she went from him and shut the door behind 
herself and her sons. And as she poured they 
brought the vessels to her. [6] When the vessels 
were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another 
vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not another.” 
Then the oil stopped flowing. [7] She came and told 
the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and 
pay your debts, and you and your sons can live on 
the rest.”
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