
ENCOUNTERING  
JESUS the Servant of God

- the Leper

Mark 1:40-45



ENCOUNTERING JESUS – the Leper

A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, 

"If you are willing, you can make me clean." 41  Jesus was 

indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. "I 

am willing," he said. "Be clean!" 42  Immediately the leprosy 

left him and he was cleansed. 43  Jesus sent him away at once 

with a strong warning: 44  "See that you don't tell this to 

anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the 

sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a 

testimony to them." 45  Instead he went out and began to 

talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no 

longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely 

places. Yet the people still came to him from 

everywhere.  Mark 1:40-45 NIV



ENCOUNTERING JESUS – the Leper

Additional Notes:

The Timing of the Encounter
Mat 8:1,2  When he came down from the mountain, great 

crowds followed him. 8:2  And behold, a leper came to him 

and knelt before him…

The State of the Encounter
Luk 5:12  And it happened when He was in a certain city, that 

behold, a man who was full of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell 

on his face and implored Him



Lev 13:1-3  
The LORD told Moses and Aaron to say to the people: 2  If sores 
or boils or a skin rash should break out and start spreading on 
your body, you must be brought to Aaron or to one of the 
other priests. 3  If the priest discovers that the hair in the 
infected area has turned white and that the infection seems 
more than skin deep, he will say, "This is leprosy —you are 
unclean."

ENCOUNTERING JESUS – the Leper

The Leper
Effects of Leprosy
• Made one Defiled / Unclean



Lev 13:45  
"Anyone with such a defiling disease must wear torn clothes, 
let their hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of their face 
and cry out, 'Unclean! Unclean!'
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Lev 13:46  
As long as they have the disease they remain unclean. They 
must live alone; they must live outside the camp.
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The Leper
Effects of Leprosy
• Made one Defiled / Unclean

• Taken “Outside the Camp”

Lev 13:47; 52  
"Also, if a garment has a leprous plague in it…
…He shall therefore burn that garment in which is 
the plague, whether warp or woof, in wool or in 
linen, or anything of leather, for it is an active 
leprosy



Lev 14:44,45  then the priest shall come and look; and indeed if 
the plague has spread in the house, it is an active leprosy in the 
house. It is unclean. 45  And he shall break down the house, its 
stones, its timber, and all the plaster of the house, and he shall 
carry them outside the city to an unclean place.
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• Only the work of God
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The Leper

2Ki 5:7  

And it happened, when the king of Israel read the 

letter, that he tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, 

to kill and make alive, that this man sends a man to 

me to heal him of his leprosy? Therefore please 

consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel with me."
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The Leper
Effects of Leprosy
• Made one Defiled / Unclean

• Taken “Outside the Camp”

• Death

The Cure?
• Only the work of God

• Only Faith in God



ENCOUNTERING JESUS – the Leper

Isa 35:3-6  Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the 
feeble knees. 4  Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be 
strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, With the recompense of God; He will come and 
save you." 5  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And 
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 6  Then the lame shall 
leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing…

The Leper’s Faith?



Mark 1:33,34  And the whole city was gathered together at 
the door. 34  Then He healed many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and He did not allow the 
demons to speak, because they knew Him.
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When He had entered a house away from the crowd, His 

disciples asked Him concerning the parable. 18  So He said to 

them, "Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not 

perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot 

defile him, 19  because it does not enter his heart but his 

stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?" 20  And 

He said, "What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 21  For 

from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, 

adulteries, fornications, murders, 22  thefts, covetousness, 

wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, 

foolishness. 23  All these evil things come from within and 

defile a man."  Mark 7:17-23  
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But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy 

faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21  keep yourselves in the 

love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 

unto eternal life. 22  And on some have compassion, 

making a distinction; 23  but others save with fear, pulling 

them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by 

the flesh. Jude 20-23
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Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like 

one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out 

his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live 

forever"— 23  therefore the LORD God sent him out of the 

garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was 

taken. 24  So He drove out the man… Genesis 3:22-24
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Eph 2:12  that at that time you were without Christ, being 

aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers 

from the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world.

Jas 1:14  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away 

by his own desires and enticed. 15  Then, when desire has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, brings forth death.
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2Pe 1:2-4  Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 

knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, Confirm Your 

Calling and Election 3  as His divine power has given to us 

all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of Him who called us by glory and 

virtue, 4  by which have been given to us exceedingly 

great and precious promises, that through these you 

may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 

the corruption that is in the world through lust.

φθορά
phthorá; to corrupt. Spoiling, corruption, 
destruction, ruin, decay, generally a fraying or 
wasting away.



Joh 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, 

and said, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!
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Isa 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His 

name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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Php 3:8,9  Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the 

excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as 

rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9  and be found in Him, not 

having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is 

from God by faith
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1Pe 2:21-25  For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered 

for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His 

steps: 22  "WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS DECEIT FOUND IN 

HIS MOUTH"; 23  who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; 

when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to 

Him who judges righteously; 24  who Himself bore our sins in His 

own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 

righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

25  For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to 

the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
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Heb 13:10  We have an altar from which those who serve the 

tabernacle have no right to eat. 11  For the bodies of those animals, 

whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for 

sin, are burned outside the camp. 12  Therefore Jesus also, that He 

might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the 

gate.
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1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 

cleanses us from all sin.
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Acts 22:16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, 

and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.'
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