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“Why do you speak to them In
parables?”

1. Parables are relatable.
2. Parables are memorable.

3. Parables have a “time-release” effect.

Jesus’s Answer: Matthew 13:10-17
1. To reveal secrets (v. 11a)

2. To keep secrets (v. 11b)
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A Demonstration in John

John 9:39-41 (the reason for parables)
John 10:1-6 (a parable about parables)
John 10:7-18 (an expansion of the parable)
John 10:19-21 (the effect of the parable)
John 10:24 (the reaction to the parable)

John 10:25-27 (the purpose of the parable)
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The “Parabolic" Life of Christ

e 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Jesus lived the way he lived for the same reasons
Jesus spoke the way he spoke.

1. To make himself more relatable for us.
2. To make himself more memorable for us.

3. Thinking about Jesus’s life has a “time-release”
effect for us (2 Corinthians 3:18).

 The gospel is designed to reveal secrets to some.

 The gospel is designed to keep secrets from
others.
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“Parabolic" Living for Us
1 Corinthians 1:26-31

2 Corinthians 4:7, “we have this treasure in jars of clay, to
show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not
to us”

1 Corinthians 2:6-7, “we impart a secret and hidden
wisdom of God”

Titus 1:16, 2:7, 2:14, 3:1, 3:8, 3:14

Titus 2:10, “in everything... adorn the doctrine of God
our Savior.”

Just like a parable is “an earthly story with a
heavenly meaning,” our lives on earth should only
make sense when they’re “placed alongside”
heavenly principles.






